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“Information Ethics is the concern for the well-being of the infosphere”
(adapted from Luciano Fioridi)

Ethical analysis is deepl\x/contextual: what matters most is the human ac_tivit%/ thatour
techn?Iogy challenges. We want to categorize Information Ethics according o the activity it
impacts:

Computing systems impact: cybersecurity...

Social and economic impact
* Protecting value creation, intellectual property, DRM vs. Open source...

» Freedom of expression vs containing inappropriate speech: .
internet ethics, search ethics, journalism ethics...

Human impact: privacy, physical and mental health, sense of self...
Effect on nature and the environment
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» Decision governance - governance of algorithms,
governance by algorithms

» Design ethics - attention capture, digital addiction...

» Data science ethics — symbolic vs statistical systems, bias
* (semi- &) Autonomous systems ethics

» Global Information Ethics — digital divide

Al Ethics
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Traditionally, ethical behavior is enforced through morality and
law. Yet, there are technological means to resolve ethical
tensions.

Tech industries hire privacy engineers, ethicists... with an
engineering background (cf danah boyd)

Future curriculae require engineers versed in dialectics!
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Ethics & STICs  rarissaciay

L'INSCRIPTION A CE COURS SE FAIT SUR INVITATION
SEULEMENT

Yy & X

ABOUT THIS COURSE
What does integrity in research mean and why is it important to follow an ethical conduct when carrying your
research work? “Doing what's good” is a matter of personal values, and it may not seem an appropriate topic @ Numéro du cours 71004sP
for a university course. Shifting to a “doing what’s right” perspective introduces room for questioning: do I
know what’s right? Upon entering a PhD programme, you are moving from a student’s position, where your £ Début du Cours 01 juin 2019
main responsibility was to acquire and demonstrate acquisition of knowledge, into a position of producing
knowledge. This creates new relationships with coworkers and your hosting institutions, new expectations in ¢4 Fin des cours 05 juil 2019
your ability to produce knowledge properly and new responsibilities towards science and society in general.

o Effort estimé 12:00

To help you understand these changes, and because regulatory texts now demand that all doctoral students be
trained in research integrity and ethics, the STICs doctoral school of the University Paris-Saclay provides this

course to all its students. It covers the following topics:

e The Doctoral Contract (researcher as a subject under law and an employee),
e Research Integrity (producing science correctly),
e Research Ethics (producing science responsibly),
M&12J UIy 2019 e Computer and Information Ethics (how these apply to your research context),

o Intellectual property (researcher as a producer and consumer of value),
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* 450 PhD students, hundreds of discussions in the forum.
* 15% enthusiasts
* 55% ‘appreciative’
* 15% consider the subject irrelevant to their work area
* 15% have trouble assimilating the content

* Need to start with a conformity-based approach, to address the
full public, then raise in abstraction towards ethical analysis.

« Complement with discussion forum and resource center.
https://reddit.com/r/ComputerEthics
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According to Heidegger, our human condition is about ‘being there’: a
conscious entity constrained in time and space.

In the infosphere, a computer agent is neither bound to a location nor a time

frame. Our traces in the infosphere are durable and are a part of our
essence.

If an ethical system is designed according to the conditions of our existence,
information technologies are changing those very conditions. Hence, they
force us to reconsider our approaches at Ethical analysis.

Rafael Capurro: http://www.capurro.de/oxford.html
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Intercultural Information Ethics, a vivid example
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Swiss parliament worker being investigated
for posting naked selfies taken in office

The unidentified woman — who reportedly starred in 200 amatour adult films — was
caught posting the snaps taken at Switzerland’'s Federal Palace on her Twitter account,
which had more than 11,000 followers.

BY LEE MORAN | NEW YORK DALY NEWS / Thorsday. August 7, 2014, 812 AM ~AAA

SHARE THIS URL

ydn us1s2VmoH m

A Swiss parliament worker is
under fire for posting naked
seifies taken in her office.

The secretary, who has not been
named, racked up more than
11,000 followers with her
XXX-rated snaps before her
Twitter account was deleted this
week.

She is now facing an
investigation after it emerged
many of the explicit photos were
taken in Bern's 162-year-old
Federal Palace, where the
nation's government meets.

The woman reportediy told daily
newspaper Neue Zuercher
Zaitung that the pictures did not
violate guidetines for federal
amployees, as they were part of
her private life.

But a spokesman for the
aovemnment’'s human resources
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