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Observatory for Intellectual Property :

Direction of economic studies of the French Patent 
Office (INPI) created in 2001.

Objectives : a centre of expertise, analysis and 
reflection for all economic issues related to 
intellectual property
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Patent applications published in 2010 (French national route)

�14 463 patent applications published in 2010 via 
the national route including 10,826 (71%) by French  
corporate bodies and 1,192 (8%) by public research 

french corporate bodies

french natural person

foreign corporate bodies

foreign natural person

of w hich public research 
org.
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Specificities of patenting by Public Research

� Less first applications filed by the French nationa l 
route : - for INSERM,  less than 10% of first filing  with 

the INPI,

- for the CNRS, 58 % of first filing via the French 
national route.

For the inventions of French origin, 86% of first 
filing are filed with the INPI, 6% with the EPO, 
3% with the USPTO.

�More joint patents : for the French patent 
applications filed by corporate bodies, 5% have 
several applicants. For the patent applications fil ed by 
Public Research organizations, 18% have several 
applicants.
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Development of patents from Public Research 
(French national route)
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� growth in patents is 
not always synonymous 
with the pace of 
innovation : there is a 
political will for patents 
to be filed on behalf of 
research organizations
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Research organization in patent top applicants
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The 10 top applicants in Research organisation
(patent published in 2010 via the French national rou te)

21INSTITUT NATIONAL DE LA RECHERCHE AGRONOMIQUE

24UNIVERSITE PARIS 6 PIERRE ET MARIE CURIE

24UNIVERSITE JOSEPH FOURIER GRENOBLE I

24GROUPE DES ECOLES DES TELECOMMUNICATIONS

14INSTITUT POLYTECHNIQUE DE TOULOUSE

17ECOLE POLYTECHNIQUE

33UNIVERSITE CLAUDE BERNARD LYON 1

176INSTITUT FRANCAIS DU PETROLE

379CENTRE NATIONAL DE LA RECHERCHE SCIENTIFIQUE

495COMMISSARIAT A L'ENERGIE ATOMIQUE*
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� CNRS : 
-The National Center for Scientific Research is a 
government funded research organization. Budget of 3.3 
billion euros with 33,000 employees (of which 11,60 0
researchers), 1,100 research units mainly located i n 
universities.

-CNRS’s office for relations with industry, (« Directi on de la 
Politique Industrielle »), oversees technology transf er for 
CNRS research

- results : 380 patents published in 2010 (+37%), 4 4 00 
patents families, 860 licenses and other financiall y 
remunerating active acts, 58.2 million euros of roy alties, 593 
companies created with CNRS between 1999 and 2010

Key stakeholders of the French Public Research



May 2011 ©Observatoire de la Propriété intellectuelle page 10

Key stakeholders of the French Public Research

� CEA : 

-The CEA is the French Atomic Energy and Alternative  
Energies Commission. It’s a public body with a budg et 
of 3.3 billion Euros, 15,000 employees, 9 research 
centres and 65 joint research units (UMR) linking T he 
CEA and its Research partners. 

- The CEA is active in 3 main fields : Energy, 
Information and health technologies, and Defence an d 
national security.

-“Avenium Consulting”, consulting firm in intellectua l 
property management and strategy

- results : 495 patent applications published in 2010 , 
about 350 licensed patents.
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Measures to encourage patenting 

� to encourage partnerships between public research 
and industry :

-Creation of competitiveness cluster : A competitiveness 
cluster is an initiative that brings together companies, 
research centers and educational institutions in order to 
develop synergies and cooperative efforts. 

- doubling the research tax credit in case of research 
carried out by a public laboratory 

- simplification of the management of patents with the sole 
mandate of management for joint research units, while over 
70% of patents are held in public ownership 

- facilitating the linkage between public and private 
laboratories, through a portal opened in 12/2009 : 
http://www.lemoteurdelarecherche.fr
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Measures to encourage patenting 

� encourage researcher to patent

- Bonus : The law provides that for public researchers, 
authors of an invention, the additional bonus paid annually 
is equal to 50% of pre-tax net royalties received for the 
exploitation of the invention within a tier (currently around 
65 000 euros annually) and, beyond that amount, 25% of 
the same product. This system is often considered more 
favorable than in industry and than in other countries

- to value patents in the career of researchers : for many, a 
scientific publication is more important than a patent. Each 
year the INPI organizes around 4,700 hours of training and 
awareness of industrial property per year for researchers 
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A project to support the exploitation of public R&D

- Caisse des Dépôts, the French development bank, 
has been commissioned by the government to 
support the exploitation of public R&D by creating 
France Brevets

- France Brevets will be a public fund of 100 M€ with
the mission to put together large portfolios of
intellectual property by acquiring licensing rights
on patents from universities and research
institutions

- Discussions have started on the feasibility of an IP 
transactions marketplace in Europe
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Conclusion

� The number of patents from public research has 
expanded rapidly in recent years particularly becau se 
there is political will that patents are filed on b ehalf of 
research organizations

�However, there remains much progress to make, 
especially in organizing the exploitation of these 
patents. This task is complicated by the many 
partnerships and the multiplicity of actors and the ir 
status
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Thank you for your attention.

ljoly@inpi.fr

www.inpi.fr


